
 

The Medium is the Message – Understanding the Power of Media 

In 1964 Canadian post-modernist writer Marshall McLuhan famously coined the phrase, “the medium is 

the message.”  He suggested that the medium delivering content was as important as the content itself, 

that the medium imbeds itself in the very message. 

 

Now, in the early 21st century, media plays an enormous role in our information systems, one that we 

could not imagine even short years ago.   

 

For this assignment you will familiarize yourself with this concept and then put it to something of a test.  

You will read about Marshall McLuhan and his theories, and then create a scenario where you learn 

about something, initially through traditional text, then through a different, perhaps more illustrative, 

medium.  An example might be reading about an event through an article or book, then watching a 

documentary or film about the same event. 

 

Some reading: 

 

Wikipedia “The Medium is the Message”  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_medium_is_the_message 

World Book article on Marshall McLuhan 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar351730&st=marshall+mcluhan 

Wikipedia article about his book Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Understanding_Media:_The_Extensions_of_Man 

 

Choose a book that has also been made into a movie.  Read/view/listen etc to the content and, using 

the following guidelines, reflect on the experience. 

 

1. Accessibility:  how easy/difficult was it to obtain this content (difficulty to find, read, view) 

2. Engagement:  which format was more engaging/did you prefer 

3. Comprehensiveness:  even if you had to “work harder”, which medium gave you a more 

comprehensive understanding of the event/issue 

4. Contradictions:  was the content “different”, contradictory, better/worse 

5. Effect of the medium:  what effect did the medium have on your understanding, attention, 

insight, thinking process – was there a difference between the two in terms of the effect on 

you! 

6. Concluding comments:  has the medium effected the message in your experiment 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_medium_is_the_message
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar351730&st=marshall+mcluhan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Understanding_Media:_The_Extensions_of_Man

